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It is also necessary to note the distinction between form and sub-
stance, between law and practice. For instance, monogamy is the
law in the West, but the double standard of morality prevails in
practice. The constitution of the United States makes no dis-
crimination against its Negro citizens, but in practice such discrimi-
nation exists. In most States that have a democratic form of consti-
tution the Government is in fact aristocratic, perhaps plutocratic.
Even where the law knows and sanctions no discrimination against
women, practice sanctions and sustains it. In the circumstances, the
form and the law are less valuable than the substance and the practice
in assessing the character of a civilization.

Sometimes, perhaps most often, the contrast between Western
Civilization and Eastern is based on the relative occurrence of some
one culture-trait or other. When the West is said to be scientific and
the East religious, it is not meant that science does not obtain in the
East and religion in the West. Nor even that science is the norm in
the West and religion in the East. It only means that there is more
religion in the East than in the West; more science in the West
than in the East. It is to be noted, however, that in making such
comparisons, the comparison is really with reference to particular
traits and not of whole civilizations. There might be more crime in
one unit than in another, and one may compare them. But he is not
comparing civilizations, because crime is not the norm for either
community. "We should not," says Dr. J. B. S. Haldane, "describe
a people as short because it included one chondroplastic dwarf in
ten thousand while its neighbours included one per million" (Con-
gres International Des Sciences Antkropologiques et Ethnologigue$y
1934, p. 60).

It is not enough to consider only the present, but the past also
must be taken into consideration. Western Civilization has not
become Western to-day; it has been so at least since historical
times, from the days of ancient Greece. There must be some con-
stants which gave Western Civilization its distinctive character and
differentiated it from the Eastern, Either pattern of civilization must
have, in the words of Mr. Pitt-Rivers, "a constant degree of relative
homogeneity^ not only in area but in age/* As, for instance, the